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 Newsletter September 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
Curious donkeys 
At the Donkey Sanctuary there are special small corrals to put the youngsters 
together with their mothers, apart from the rest. One afternoon the big moment was 
there and the mothers and their kids could join the large group. We left the corral 
gate open and left the premises to go home for the evening. 
Most of our donkeys were curious to see what was so special about the corrals. So 

they went investigating and entered. And, 
like sheep, when one has gone in more will 
follow. Unfortunately, one of them probably 
kicked the stone away with which the gate 
was kept open. And so, when we came in 
the following morning there was not a 
donkey in sight.  
Normally, they greet us at the entrance, but 

now it was ominously quiet! A bit worried we went looking for them and found the 
corral bursting with curious, incarcerated donkeys. Laughing, we welcomed them as 
heroes as let them loose in their usual surroundings. 
 
 
Finally, the shopping bags available again! 
Yes, they are available again, the beautiful Donkey 
Sanctuary shopping bags. It has taken longer than we 
expected: it appeared that the bags made a sunny 
detour via Curaçao. But from now on they are fully 
available at SuperFood and Ling & Sons. And of 
course in our own shop at the Sancturary. 
  
 
Article in Amigoe 

In Aruba, the daily Dutch newspaper is called 
Amigoe. Recently we have had a lot of positive 
exposure in it. A large article in color, of two pages, 
came out due to the fact that we are very busy with 
all kinds of fundraising activities. These funds are 
meant for the relocation of the Sanctuary. The paper 
especially reported on that issue. The reporter did 
not get everything right, because he wrote that we 
are afraid to have to leave our location because 
there are plans for it to be sold. Let's call it a minor 
flaw - we were very happy with the attention. Should 
you wish to read it all again: 

http://www.amigoe.com/artman/publish/artikel_61026.php 
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Mysterious visitor 

On a Sunday in July, a donkey 
arrived at the Sanctuary, 
together with some visitors. He 
acted as if it was the most 
normal thing in the world to 
come by and he joined the 
others in doing what they did, 
without any fighting or fussing. 
In the end it appeared that he 
was not a real newcomer 
because he had been castrated. 
But no one knew the donkey, so 
he must have been roaming 
around the island for a long 
time. Logically we baptized him 
Mystery Man.  
Nowadays these things do not 

occur anymore, because all donkeys at the Sanctuary have been chipped and are 
well recognizable. We will soon do the same with this new guest!  
 
 
 
Vagabond 
A beautiful wild donkey has been spotted 
walking in the middle of the road near North. 
Unfortunately, this type of action is perilous, so 
quick action had to be undertaken. 
Astrid and her daughter succeeded in luring him 
into their garden. And after that it was a peace 
of cake. By now the donkey lives at the 
sanctuary and it looks like he is very happy 
there. It's a beautiful young and sweet animal, 
although a bit dominant: a promise for the 
future. There is a lot of fighting already going on 
at the gate by Eva, Chippie and who else: Brad 
Pitt. We were thinking of calling him Angelina 
Jolie, but he is a male. His saviors, Astrid and 
her daughter came up with Simba, and so thatis 
it. Mystery Man is a bit too interested in him, but 
not aggressively so. Maybe the have shared a 
wandering existence?  
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New water basin 
In the framework of our project "all donkeys under one roof" we are already very busy 
with the preparations. Ronnie Maatstap (our Handy Man) is busy buildiing a new 

water basin in Bringamosa. There 
is no lack of sympathy for him: 
under the eyes of a delegation, 
existing of our donkeys Juanito, 
Mon Petit and Sombero, he is 
allowed to carry out this job. But 
sometimes this creates problems. 
Also donkey Frits wants to put in 
his weight. While Ronnie was 
wheeling sand, Frits cleared the 
area a bit. Unfortunately he also 

took Ronnie's trowel, which since then cannot be 
found anywhere. So should someone be looking for 
some helpful donkeys during a reconstruction, give 
us a call! Our faithful Lucky was studying the goings-on. She had a look in her eyes 
like "I can build the next basin myself".  
 
 
Old time  

 
 
 
We have received a very old picture from the daughters 
of the Byingtons. The picture was taken during their 
honeymoon and judging from it, that that was a long time 
ago. 
Their parents met on Aruba and were eventually married 
there. Lots of pictures were taken on Aruba during their 
honeymoon, and among them a picture taken together 
with a donkey. Remains the question what is the 
meaning of this..... Are you a donkey when you marry, of 
if you don't. We haven't asked and the donkey didn't tell. 
We’d better leave it at that.... 
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Health reasons 

 
To our sincere regret, former volunteer 
and ex-board member Pedro has to 
stop with his activities with the Donkey 
Sanctuary: doctor's orders. He has to 
avoid the sun and contact with animals, 
among them donkeys. He sent us a 
wonderful goodbye letter and made 
suggestions about how he still can be 
active for our organization. Our bingo, 
organized together with Debbie, was an 
example of his input. 
The board, the volunteers and of 
course the donkeys will miss him 
dearly.  
Pedro, we wish you all the best! 
 

Even more visitors? 
With a little cooperation from all our readers, we can generate even more visits to our 
Donkey Sanctuary. There is a website called Tripadvisor. People can share their 
experiences at our sanctuary and direct other people to our activities. Some of us did 
this and nice new contacts were the result! Please help the Sanctuary, go to: 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/UserReview-g147247-d1381324-m11765-
Donkey_Sanctuary-Aruba.html and share your story! 
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Mega donkey bingo 
Finally it was there: our first mega bingo, held at the end of July. More than 400 
bingo-ers played their hearts out in the Marriott Resort.  

was a great happening with good revenues for our new sanctuary at Bringamosa. We 
shall use the money for fencing off the sanctuary. At the bingo we sold our shop 
articles. A lot of people found something to their liking so sales were fine that 
evening. The final goal of all these activities is well known: we want to create one 
home at Bringamosa for all our donkeys. 

In the beginning of 
September we had a 
meeting with all our 
volunteers, during 
which the plans were 
laid out and 
explained.  

You will read more about it in the next Newsletter! 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone, all our sponsors and 
volunteers for their continued support at the bingo! Thanks to your help the 
happening was a big success! THANK YOU! 
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Getting to know...... 
 
In this regular column we introduce  a volunteer to you. This time it is:  

 
 
 
Luc Peek 
 
 

 

Born:    

November 1952 in Rotterdam / NL 
Profession:     

Photographer (retired)  
Work: 

Some 10 years ago I sold our company and enjoy life 
together with my wife Conny. 
Your hobbies:     

Quietly being busy digitally, being lazy and playing golf 
Your slogan on life: 

Today is a party. But you have to hang the garlands yourself... 
Most beautiful spot on the island:   

Hole 15 on the Tierra del Sol golf course and Baby Beach 
Your best moment on the island?: 

A “hole in one” at the Divi golf course 
Your biggest disappointment on the island?: 

The fact that the government and a large part of the business community do nothing 
for the donkey sanctuary. Even though it may be viewed as a tourist attraction. 
Volunteer since:    

2007 
What do you do for the sanctuary?  

I write the Newsletter and edit it; I am involved in the sponsoring plans and make 
photos of all shop articles for the website. 
What would you like to change at the Sanctuary? 

A better and bigger sanctuary where all stray donkeys can live. And a nice terrace so 
that people can meet each other more often. 
What would you like to change on Aruba?: 

That the banks, government and business world act more customer-friendly. 
Sometimes you get the impression that you should feel lucky to be allowed to be a 
customer. And less rivalry between the political parties. With a little cooperation you 
get a lot more done. 
 
 
 



 7

 
 
 
 
 
 
Not always successful 
Some time ago we got a new donkey which we called Disco. She was in very bad 
shape and could be brought in easily by Ramon and Ronnie; sadly she didn't make it. 

She was not only 
wounded, but also 
very ill. We were able 
to cure the wounds, 
but not her illness. 
Notwithstanding all 
help and support, she 
died after three 
weeks. At the autopsy 
she appeared to be 8 
months pregnant, but 
the baby was too 
young to survive 
without its mother. 
We always do the 
best we can, but that 
is not always enough 
to save a donkey.  
 

Each and every time it is a sad thing to lose an animal. 
 
 
Facebook 
A worldwide group formed itself on Facebook.  
Under the name  
“Aruban Donkey Sanctuary Group” a number  
of visitors chat and twitter daily about our  
sanctuary. We also met Desiree there.  
course you are most welcome to join in.  
Try it: it's real fun! 
 


