
 1 

Newsletter may 2009  
 
 
 
 
 
Article in Langly Advance : 
Journalist Lauren Kramer writes a travel column for this Canadian newspaper.  

Recently she wrote a lively and very positive 
one about her visit to the Donkey Sanctuary 
here on Aruba.Her main point is that Aruba, 
besides its crystalline white beaches, has 
much more to offer and a visit to the 
Sanctuary is highly recommended to her 
readers.Her article stresses the efforts being 
made to spread more information about 
Aruba’s animals and their position and 
vulnerability.  According to her article these 
efforts have helped to make Arubans more 

aware of their responsibilities toward animals, not just the donkeys but also the many 
dogs and cats.  Of course we are in agreement with her point of view:  a very positive 
article and good publicity for the donkeys. 
 
 
2 Donkeys, Same Birthday? 
No, not quite that but….On March 10th there were 
indeed 2 birthdays celebrated but only 1 donkey’s.   
Because, as circumstance would have it, our 
driving force behind the Sanctuary, Desiree and 
the donkey Watty both turned 48 years old/young!  
And both celebrated in appropriate ways:  Watty 
with a fresh tub of water and some fat carrots and 
Desiree with a good glass and a (fat) sausage.  
And 11 March?  Both fit Watty and almost fit 
Desiree are full of plans for their 49th years.   
From all of us:  Congratulations! 
 
 
A (too) Heavy Load: 

 
 
Especially in the third world countries donkeys 
are still heavily used for transport and work.  And 
usually not a problem for these tough animals 
who have long earned their keep.  Sometimes, 
however, it can be a bit too much:  See photo.   
 
Mention is made in the accompanying article of a 
“Flying Donkey”…. 
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Article in The New York Times:   
An article appeared recently in this major American newspaper about a ‘sport’ which 
few know about:  In some (more rural) parts of America ‘Donkey Balls’ are held.  

These are basketball 
games, 4 on 4, in which the 
players try to stay on their 
donkey while making their 
plays.  The donkeys wear a 
sort of gym shoe sock to 
give them secure footing 
on the basketball floors.  
Popular enough to have 
been around for almost 100 
years.  Of course there are 
supporters and detractors 
of this sport – whether it is 
animal-friendly or not, 
whether it is animal abuse 

or something which the donkeys enjoy….According to this last group, if the donkey 
didn’t want to participate, it would just stand stockstill and do nothing!  In the 
accompanying photo they looked well-fed and properly sassy.   
At any rate not yet heard of on Aruba, and perhaps better so. 
 
 
 
All Sanctuary Donkeys Chipped and Dewormed: 

It took awhile but finally all our donkeys can be identified.  In 
cooperation with helpful sponsors, each of the donkeys in our 
care has been given an individual ID chip and received a 
deworming cure at the same time (catching more than 85 
donkeys, one at a time, is a sweaty and dusty business).  
The last group done went like clockwork; by now we were 

experienced handlers.  Enthusiasm was so 
large that Katoen is now twice chipped.   It 
turned out that he had already been chipped 
during his castration (no schizoid tendencies yet 
observed…).  Now we can know which/whether 
a donkey is ‘ours’.  A medical dossier is part of 
each chip’s info reference, enabling our vets to 
know immediately what the medical story is.  

With now 90 donkeys in our care, 
including our newborns, this is a 
great help.   

Thank you, sponsors! 
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Ban Ban Goes Visiting: 

In March our superstar Ban Ban visited 
the Colegio (High School) Bon Bini 
here on Aruba.  This school has 
sponsored Boem Boem for years but 
his visits were not the most successful.  
He is a master of refusal:  either in or 
out of the trailer!  So this year Ban Ban 
did the honors in his name.  And this 
experienced PR fellow was a great 
success.   

At the school students receive 
info about donkeys, their history 
here on Aruba and about the 
Sanctuary.  The students were 
enthusiastic and that’s the 
purpose:  they will be the 
volunteers/sponsors of tomorrow! 
 
 
Like Old Times: 

Also in March Ban Ban and Desiree were visiting 
the Edutainment Center in the Dakota 
neighbourhood of Oranjestad.  A cultural 
historical fair 
was held for 
students of the 
upper grades, 
where 
information is 

presented about Aruban history.  Our visit centered 
around a local custom in the past:  at weddings the groom used to appear on a 
donkey which then functioned as transport for the 
newly married couple to leave the wedding to start 
their new lives together.  If the groom did not own a 
donkey, he would borrow/rent one.  And so it went, 
at this presentation:  a groom ‘rented’ Ban Ban and, 
together with his bride, they posed with the wedding 
party about them.  
A cultural historical wedding, just like Old Times. 
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Website Nearing Completion: 

Except for the template our website is now ready.  The 
Sanctuary (especially Mimi) has been 
long busy with organizing e-shopping, 
including getting a PayPal account 
opened.  Creditcard applied for, as that 
also was necessary.  The credit card is 
finally issued, only to learn that our 
customers must buy from an Aruban 
bank account.   

Contact with The Netherlands:  even more complicated as 
calling an 0900 number for 
checking creditcard numbers is 
not possible from Aruba:  After 11 
am Aruban time offices in Europe 
are closed and in the hours here 
from 9 – 11 am, only 0900 calls 
are taken!  Catch 22, but we’ll go 
on trying.  At any rate the new 
website is certainly worth a visit. 
 

 
 
Surprise Appearance of Miranda Mirna: 

On February 27th we shared the mutual joy of a 
new baby donkey.  A very shy donkey Chica gave 
birth to a daughter.  Because of Chica’s timidity we 
could only find her baby by going into the ‘mundi’ 
(brush).  And there we found mother and daughter 
walking together.  Carefully captured, they were 
placed in the nursery corral next to Surfi and 
Roulette.  An ill child from America, Miranda had a 
standing request that we name a new baby after 
her, while she is saving up for her sponsor 
adoption.  And then, the very next day, the family 
Franken came to visit the Sanctuary.  They too 
wished to adopt a donkey, and when they heard 
about Miranda’s request, they wanted to 
help…The foal has been given the name Miranda 

Mirna; we call her Mira, which means ‘look’ in Papiamento.  Because that is what we 
say to everyone who should see this lovely new member of the Sanctuary. 
 


