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News letter july 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
Born: Magic 
 

 
 
Proudly we can announce another birth, 
this time from our new asset recruit 
Magic. Mother Merlin and son are fine. 
We are not quite sure who the father is; 
we might have to check Buri out! Merlin 
and Buri came to one of our volunteers 
sometime in July 2008. The then already 
pregnant Merlin let herself easily be lured 
in; Buri, however, ran off and was taken 
in injured a few days later, when he 
limped around with a tin around his hind 
leg in the Santa Lucia area. 
 
 

 
The youngsters have been separated 

 
We have separated one year-old Sunday Dream and nine-
months old Sparkle from the group. 
According to the vets, donkeys can be fertile from as early 
as 6 months old, although that is more the exception than 
the rule. To protect the herd from over-active donkeys, we 
have decided to separate them until they get fixed. 
Fortunately the two are together so that they can play and 
get into mischief. 
 
 

 
Riba is her old self again! 
 
It's over a year ago now that our Riba had an accident and 
broke her hind leg. It is a pleasure to see now that she is 
back to her old self and she runs, jumps and walks as if 
nothing has ever happened. Together with her friend Storm, 
she is enjoying her stay at the Donkey Sanctuary. We 
notice, however, that she has been thoroughly shaken up 
by the accident, because she remains quite shy. 
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Wanted: great photos 
 
Since recently visitors of our website can send E-
cards. E-cards are postcards you can send per 

internet to any 
desired mail address. 
To expand our 
collection, we are 
looking for donkey 
photos. So, should 
you have photos you 
consider fit to go 
around the world, we would very much welcome them. 

 
 
E-shop is open! 

 
A few weeks ago we opened a digital shop on our website. 
With only a few mouse clicks you can order various items from 
our shop, which we then will send to any 
address in the world. And indeed: we got 
our first orders without even advertising 
for this new option! It might be a good 
suggestion to inform all your friends with 
an E-card of this new possibility? Hereby 

we hope to increase our shop sales and hence generate extra 
income to be used for care, food and shelter for our donkeys. 
 
 
Goodbye 

We are sad to say that we have to say goodbye to a number of 
very active volunteers. After three years on our island, Betty, 
Helen, Deborah and Margot are leaving. We knew that this would 
happen one day, because most ladies are 
here because their husbands are stationed 
here for the Royal Dutch Marines. And 
usually that is for a period of three years. 
We, and specially the donkeys, will miss 
this foursome terribly. Some of them were 
at the sanctuary two days a week! We hope 

they are going to miss us and the donkeys as well. Girls, all the 
best to you, and of course you all have a standing invitation 
here.  
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From Helen and Kees 
 
Saying goodbye is hard. After three years of being 
with the donkeys twice a week one catches the 
donkey virus. I shall miss them terribly, and they will 
miss my carrots, I suppose. It was a great experience 
and I would like to thank all the people at the Donkey 
Sanctuary for the great time. Especially Desiree and 
of course the donkeys; I hope that you may take care 
of them for a long time to come. 
 
Thank you! Kees and Helen 
 
 
Bono most favorite 

 
On our website visitors can vote and choose their most favorite 
donkey. On this chart, Bono occupies the  top position, at arm's 
length ahead from number two. Over 41% of our visitors have voted 
for this beautiful donkey.  
We won't tell Bono and will keep him far from our computer, because 
nothing is worse than a cocky donkey, isn't it? 
 

 
A most unusual sculpture 
 
Your editor came across a most unusual work of art in 
Gouda, Holland. It was a sculpture of a man carrying a 
donkey on his back. This sculpture has stood in Gouda 
since 1998 and it is called `Man with Donkey Jack Ass’. It 
symbolizes an upside-down world. Dutch artist Gijs Assman  
received the assignment to `furnish’  a specific location,  the 
superfluous Regentessebrug (a bridge). 
 
 
Whiskas and Spot are back 
 

After months of absence, donkeys Whiskas and Spot are 
back. They arrived at Ramon’s Rooi Koochi. They have 
run wild for a while, so now they will have to get used to 
our ways again. First we shall let them acclimatize and 
then they will be transported to Bringamosa.  
Isn’t it great that these runaways have come back home 
safe and sound? 
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 Cheerful greetings 
 
Recently, your editors were invited for breakfast at Desiree's. A number of items had 
to be discussed and there is no better place than the breakfast table. Upon arrival we 
were greeted by a curious group. Together with a herd of dogs, donkey Merlin and 
her youngster Magic stood at the gate. This seems to be a daily tradition: when the 
family  wakes up, the whole group is there to greet them joyfully.  
At this time Merlin and Magic 
are staying once again with the 
other donkeys at Seroe 
Alejandro.  That was easier 
said than done: first, they had 
to get used to the group during 
short visits. Magic is still tiny 
and can easily run underneath  
the fence. And indeed that 
happened when chased by the 
Young Prince, but to mother 
Merlin's pride, he bravely 
returned to her each time. We 
looked around in Desigee's 
garden and the tracks of this 
stay-over were visible. The 
flowers were  gone and the 
palm trees looked quite peaky. 
That the donkeys enjoyed this play garden enormously was very clear! 
 
 

 

 
Wind energy already beneficial for the donkey sanctuary 

 
The donkey sanctuary was invited to be present at the 
groundbreaking of the first large windmills on the island. 
Vestas Benelux will supply ten large windmills, which are 
going to be placed at wind park Vader Piet BV. These ten 
windmills will generate 18 percent of the total electricity 
capacity on the island; operations will start before 
December of this year. On the occasion of this happy 
event we received a donation, together with several other 
foundations. We think it’s great: a `green’ donation! 
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Kids’ club camp great success 
 
Like every year, the kids club has organised a camp for the kids of Amigo Di Burico 

could inscribe.  
This year's theme was 
survival, and the children 
had to perform certain 
activities that had to do 
with this theme, such as 
a game which consisted 
of winning  parts for 
building a raft. Another 
weekend highlight was 
the game King One Eye, 
an evening game which 
is really popular. This 
year things were extra 
exciting because a story 
teller of Bon Nochi, 
Drumi Dushi came to tell 

a ghost story as well as a scary story at the camp fire. In short, this time the camp 
was a great success and the kids have enjoyed themselves enormously once more.   
 
More pictures you will find at: 
http://picasaweb.google.com/genevieve.wientjes/DonkeySCamp2009?feat=directlink 
 
 
 Supporting the donkeys becomes easier 
 
We have made things very easy for the visitors of the sanctuary and for all our 
supporters. Aside from the possibility 
to shop in our internet shop, we have 
created a very easy way to give 
donations. And indeed, it works.  
The first donations have been 
received. Guests don't have anything 
to do but fill in an amount and to klick a 
few times with their mouse.  
We need the money badly to be able 
to feed all those donkey mouths, so 
please help us. 
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An important date for your diary!! 

 
 
On Sunday, July 26 we are organising a fantastic 
Bingo in the Marriott Resort. Proceeds will go towards 
a fence around our future new location in Bringamosa. 
If everything goes well, then we shall move with all our 
donkeys to one single location. This will cost a lot of 
money and we are going to try to get all necessary 
funds through fundraisings, sponsoring and activities. 
July 26 is the kick-off date and we hope that all of you 
will be present at the Bingo. Please write the date 
down and more information will follow via mail and 
website. Our aim is one location for all our donkeys: 
Fundacion Salba Nos Burico!  
 

Was it really Obama???? 
Our webmaster (Dirk) is able to check - by means of some very complicated software 
- where visitors to our website hail from. Sometimes most surprising, from China and 
Greenland, for instance. Yes, they really come from all over the world. Recently, he 
was busy creating some statistics and suddenly, a very unusual location came 
through: someone from the White House visited our website! Could it be that Obama 
is surfing on the web, and that he, after visiting Iran, North Korea and other hotspots 
in the world, wishes to relax among the donkeys? Let's hope that it really was him! 
Maybe he was surfing to see what he could order from our E-shop to buy for his two 
kids! 


