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Newsletter February 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
Donkey's trick 
Phew, we've had our share! A very cheeky donkey happened to come along and boy, 
did he cause trouble. 
At first it didn't look 
too bad. The animal 
had stood in front of 
the gate before, but 
went away after a 
while. But this time it 
sauntered in. 
Fortunately we had a 
bit of extra manpower 
in the shape of Annie 
and Sjoerdje, who 
happened to be on the island; they came in every day to give us a hand. Fortunately 
also Debbie and our trainee Irene had just arrived. Quickly all donkeys were closed in 

so that newcomer Sinbad (baptized with that name by the 
volunteers) could be locked up in the stable next to the 
container. The fun didn't last, however, because he broke out 
in no time. And not just that: he just walked through the gate 
and ruined it. By then the big herd had been let loose so the 
problems started from scratch once again. A creative solution 
was summoned up and Sinbad found himself ensconced in the 
back of the stables. 
The week after that uproar he was castrated and four weeks 
later he was able to join the herd, a fact which he is enjoying 
tremendously. And we've got ourselves another fine male 
donkey! 

 
It's our joy to announce 
We spoke already about her in the previous newsletter: our newcomer Cloudy. 
Caught on the north coast of Aruba, and a full member of our 
herd since October. And now she's got a baby. It took a while 
before we realized that her baby was a boy. The baby was 
adopted by Pauline and baptized by her with the name of Yeeha. 
We stationed mother and child with another newcomer called 
Azzy. This way they got a bit of company from each other. 
However, for the baby's safety it was better to keep mother and 
son together. And that is going very well indeed. You can admire 
Yeeha also via the computer; she is beaming at everyone on 
Youtube on a sweet action movie of the little one, together with 
his mother. Please look up Yeeha in action on 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vsXwFwHk6hl. 
  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vsXwFwHk6hl
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Our Christmas donkey 

Colegio Arubano organized a Fancy Fair mid 
December to get funds for airconditioning for all its 
class rooms. Our top donkey Ban Ban was one of 
the highlights of the Christmassy event, standing 
curiously in a crib while photos were made. Of 
course a donkey belongs there, and Ban Ban did a 
fabulous job. He caused hilarious laughter, 
however, when he deposited a giant poop right in 
the center of the crib as if it was the most normal 
thing in the world to do (which it is). 
  

 
DonkeyShot 
Each year we thank our volunteers with a small gift around 
New Year’s. Also this year, of course. On the initiative of 
one of our volunteers we have been able to surprise them 
with a very original bottle of wine, labeled DonkeyShot. An 
advertising company in Holland (TCC in Breda) designed a 
gorgeous label for us, free of charge. The volunteer in 
question had to spend three days trying to get the old labels 
from the bottles before being able to stick the new ones on, 
but it was worth all the trouble. We are getting so many 
positive reactions on the label, that we are thinking about 
putting the DonkeyShot in the supermarkets. Supermarket 
SuperFood has already agreed to carry it. That would mean 
that we would get a good amount of money per bottle for 
our donkeys. We shall keep you posted; at this time we are 
busy selecting the best kind of wine… (hiccup). 
 
 
Adoption program extended 
 

Because of rising costs, it has been 
necessary to increase the price for 
adoption. We have also expanded 
our program. This means that for 
the price of US $30.—you can 
become a member of the donkey 
friends’ club. For US $ 200.— 
one can adopt a donkey; for 

that amount you will receive a gorgeous 
tee-shirt which tells the world that you have adopted a donkey in Aruba. 
All the necessary information can be found on our website. 
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Our volunteer 

 
In each Newsletter we introduce another volunteer to you. 
This time we introduce you to    Wil Jansen 
 

Born:  
May 17, 1945 
 

Profession:  
Originally policeman in the Netherlands. I have lived in the 
province of Brabant, in the south of Holland for the majority 
of my life. 
 

Working:  
Happily retired! 
 

Hobbies:  
Gardening, and nature walks. In Holland I was a certified nature guide in my spare 
time. 
 

Slogan:  
Seize the day 
 

Best place on the island:  
The rugged north coast. 
 

Your best moment on the island:  
Early 1965, when I met my wife on Aruba. She was the daughter of a Dutch 
policeman who worked on Aruba. And I was stationed here. We met at the Catholic 
Military Club in San Nicolas. 
 

Your biggest disappointment on the island:  
I haven't discovered it yet and I'd like to keep it that way! 
 

Volunteer since:  
Early 2009 - we have only lived for a year on the island 
 

What is your job at the donkey Sanctuary?  
I take care of the animals on Wednesday mornings and I do chores 
 

What would you like to change at the Sanctuary:  
It is perfectly fine as it is! 
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The 5th Sanctuary Walk was a great success 
More than 200 enthusiast sports fanatics participated in the 5th Donkey Walk, 
organized by the Sanctuary. At five pm the large group of runners and walkers 

started from the Ayo Rock Formation, 
accompanied by a number of motorized 
policemen and a few donkeys. The trip was 6 
kilometers long, passing the Sanctuary and 
finishing at the starting point. There, all 
participants were treated to refreshments and 
fruit. First arrival was Shane Tielman, first female 
arrival 
Regina 
Samuels 
and the 

first donkey was Igor, soon followed by Ban 
Ban. Most people enjoyed the easy, sociable 
walk. Striking was the large number of 
participating youths, while also the fifty-plus 
athletes were represented in large numbers. 
They all have generated a nice yield for our 
Sanctuary! 
 
 
 
Wanted: committee members 
To make our board complete we are looking for the following members: 
 

 a 2nd secretary who is able to communicate in English 
and Dutch, both orally and in writing. 

 
 
 

 a 2nd treasurer who is able to work with Quickbooks Pro. 
 
 
These members join the monthly committee meetings and represent their colleague 
when absent. 
Don't hesitate to contact Desiree. It’s a great job, but without any prospects and 
totally unfit to be mentioned in your resume And let's not talk about the 
remuneration…. (zilch)! 
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Looking for photos for the calendar 

 
We are looking for all kinds of nice photos of our donkeys. If we 
receive enough material we will create a real donkey calendar for 
2011! Should you have great photos, please mail them to Desiree at 
her mail address desiree@arubandonkey.org.  
Your best photos should be in our possession by the end of July 
2010 at the latest. 

 
  
Looking for an ICT-person 

Besides new committee members, we are also 
looking for a digital handy John/Jane. This man 
or woman develops and maintains our website 
in Joomla, together with our present handy 
John. Special candidates with a graphic eye 
have the best chance to this terrific job! 
This is a fine position too, with the same 
primary and secondary working conditions as 
mentioned above. 
Call (or mail) Desiree! We need you!! 

 
Very old donkey 
According to connoisseurs, the oldest donkey in the 
world lives in England, in the Kenstud Pony Rescue in 
Belper. Because the previous owner could not take care 

of her any longer, she was 
taken up in the sanctuary. At 
first she was together with 
another donkey, but that one 
has died in the meantime. 
The golden oldie is called 
Rosie and she is 54 years old! 
The average donkey age lies 
between 25 and 35 years for 
donkeys, so she really is an old 
lady. But we also have our own 
golden oldie: Watty, aged 48! 
Who knows, maybe our Watty will be mentioned in the 

Guinness Book of Records in a few years’ time. 
 
 
our sponsors: 

mailto:desiree@arubandonkey.org

