Newsletter – january 2022

Let us start by wishing you a wonderful new year. We are
hoping, together with you, that this awful Covid will
mysteriously disappear and that we may return to a time
without this scary disease hovering above us.
May 2022 be a year filled with hope and happiness.
Rebel in the house
One morning the gate of the coral stood open. In that coral we keep donkeys which are not
ready to live in the large group. Our donkey Kamino saw his opportunity and had escaped. You
can’t blame him, given the choice to live
together with his peers in a coral with
problem cases or freedom in the large
group. When we came in in the
morning, he stood waiting for us near
the feeding corridor with an attitude
like he was going to say: `I am going to
live here and I’m not going back to the
coral. Take that.’
We gave him a chance, laughing loudly
about this funny donkey. Of course we
kept an eye on him, but everything
went swimmingly. Because he is not
shy, we can approach him and care for
his stump, which has not totally healed
as yet. Kamino always stands still while we perform our regime and he loves the attention.
In the meantime he has been in the field for a few months now and everything is still going
well. The only thing is that he does not react to the bell that we ring in the mornings and
afternoons as a sign that it is feeding time. That is also the case with the other donkeys in the
field (not in the coral). Kamino has heard this bell ringing on a daily basis during two years, but
that seems to mean nothing to him.
Swat Team
We received a donation in natura from Horse.com and
Horsedriver.com. in the shape of about 20 halters and jars of Swat. We
use the Swat (fly repellent cream) also for small scrapes and wounds.
All in all it was quite a large shipment, but then there was Sherry
Simmons to the rescue! She came to Aruba on a cruise ship and brought
everything with her. Thanks so much, Sherry!
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Sir Lancelot
Last year we tried to catch a donkey in Savaneta, who was limping. Desiree tried to catch him
on her own, but to no avail. We did keep the lonely donkey in our sight, however. And after a
while he joined two rather fat
donkeys,
moving
between
Bringamosa and Alto Vista. But
that is not everything: in
November he happened to enter
the garden of our neighbor. It
was so simple: we just made a
living
corridor
from
the
neighbor’s garden to the
sanctuary and the donkey
sauntered inside. Once there,
the volunteers named him Sir
Lancelot. He is a descendant of
Houdini, the donkey from Savaneta whose offspring is not very healthy at all. They all have
problems with their joints: inbreeding again. We are going to keep Sir Lancelot, but his ‘Sir’
part has been removed. Before he could join his new, 120 friends, we had him castrated.
Change of food….
Last May we ordered fresh hay and other feed for the donkeys (alfalfa cubes) in Chile. Mainly
to spread the risk of transportation in these difficult transportation times. And hay from
Venezuela is not available anymore because the borders
have been closed... But that order went totally different
than we had been used to with our other suppliers. The
order in Chile was problematic from the word go. No or
hardly any communication and a very vague delivery
date. And that while we had paid everything in advance
in June. In the end we received the order in the
beginning of December, but it had the wrong product.
Returning the order is not an option, so we are stuck
with a full container which is no use to us. We are going
to find out whether we can sell the product locally and
we need to order new hay. We shall do this in the
Netherlands: better communication and reliable
suppliers. Just like Louis venhorst and GLE Caribbean,
who are doing their utmost to find space for our
container. We had thought we were smart to bet on
different horses, but we made things much more difficult and stressful. We have learned a lot
from this. We would like to thank Angelique and Theo for their great help.
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Surprise!!

In October 2020 we welcomed a new donkey. We called her Mama Woods, with foresight
probably, as she delivered a baby donkey out of the blue after almost thirteen months.
Without our knowledge this
donkey had been pregnant
when she came to us. The
gestation period for donkeys is
some time between 11 and 14
months. The baby has been in
her belly for more than 12,5
months, which we did not
know. Shortly after the birth
things were a bit touch and go
with baby Chamito, but now the little one is doing fine. He has a
hobby: running like crazy throughout the sanctuary, wonderful to
see. Chamito is a super asset.
Another addition to the family...
Towards the end of November, visitors came
to bring us a tiny kitten that they had found
in the street. They had been to several
animal rescue foundations, but they did
not have any space left for this little
one. And then you go to the Donkey
Sanctuary…
Although we are not a cat rescue
center, we fell in love and took her in.
We named her Stickers, of course. But
however sweet she is, we already have
four cats at the sanctuary, and they are
such team players that they allow no
additions. One of our volunteers, Bibi,
proved to be the solution. She is going
back to the Netherlands in February
and she will take Stickers with her
when she emigrates. So now we are
busy
with
vaccinations
and
examinations, because even a cat
cannot cross the border just like that.
We are going to miss lovely, beautiful Stickers, though.
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Successful auction
Lorraine Evans has made a gorgeous drawing, which we may use for postcards and other
souvenirs. She also has allowed us to sell the original in an
auction. We did so on eBay and that was a great success: the
drawing was sold for
$205. Desiree was
inspired and she
also made a typical
Desiree painting to
be auctioned off. So
yes, $530 for our
donkeys!
We
are
now
suffering from the
significantly higher
cost of hay. Two
years ago a container with bales of hay would cost
3000 euro, but the price has doubled to 6000, even
without the higher transportation cost. So please, has the year 2021 not been all bad for you
financially, think of us. We shall be very happy with all donations!
Tiger

We had hardly put the Newsletter of August online, before we experienced
a very sad incident. We had a lovely little baby donkey called Tiger. The
donkey had been living outside the sanctuary and was clearly a case of
inbreeding. We took her in, knowing that there was nothing that could be
done for her. She had a severe case of anemia. Together with the vet we
treated her, but it was to no avail. There was probably a blockage in her
blood and that was why she died. We are very sad about Tiger’s death, as
she was a lovely baby donkey. We are going to miss her.
Tiles, tiles, tiles
Years ago we started selling Delft Blue tiles with a personal text for
on the wall of the visitors’ center. And now, more than a
thousand tiles further, we are done. The wall is chockful and a
pillar is also filled with the tiles.
It was a fabulous project, which has helped us greatly
financially. Shortly the final few tiles will be placed and we shall
put the wall on our website. From allover the world you can visit
our wall. When you go from ‘home’ to ‘search’ and you type
your name, you will find your own personal tile. Isn’t that fun?
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Lady Taco

Some time ago we received notice that there was a dead donkey in San Nicolas. And yes, after
a bit of searching, we found the dead donkey, but she was not alone: her young stood waiting
patiently beside her, hoping that mama would stand up again.
But then the circus began: we had to chase the little one for hours before we could catch her.
We called her Lady Taco right there and then and
took her to the sanctuary. But a dead mother,
a wild chase, being caught, taking a ride in
the trailer and at the end of the day more
than 100 unknown donkeys surrounding
her, that was too much to take. Too much
stress caused the little donkey to get sick.
With loads of carrots and apples plus the
good care of veterinarian Ricardo, we got
her out of her slump, however. And then the
socializing process began. She had only
been together with her mother, so we put
her with Queeny first and one by one we
added another donkey. Nowadays she loves
to play with Sgt Pepper and she is getting more and more outgoing. It will take a while, though.
We believe Lady Taco is 1,5 to 2 years old.
Follow your nose..
One of our problems lately involves the hooves of the donkeys. Many donkeys are suffering,
starting to limp. Age is a factor: they walk less and that is
why the hooves do not wear down as they should. The
sides of the hooves get larger and the holes fill up with
manure, causing infections. Cleaning the four hooves of
120 donkeys on a daily basis is not feasible, so we need to
take action. The infections inside the hooves are caused
by walking through the dunghill in the center of the field.
So we need to change the location of this hill. Of course it
should not be too far away, as there are nicer jobs to do
than relocating manure. We found the perfect place
behind the cactus fence, not too distant. There we have
built a cement reservoir, where we can park a trailer. We
fill the trailer with manure and then we hook it up and
drive to the reservoir. It was a great idea, but we did not have
the right trailer. Well, Stichting Dierenlot from the Netherlands
has donated us the money for that. We have ordered the trailer and expect it to arrive
sometime in February. So if you smell something strange when you are on the road: it could
be our new poop express on its way...
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A few great pictures
Sometimes it is easier to post a photograph than to write a story.
The photo with the single donkey has been made by Errol de Freitas in Seroe Colorado; in the
other picture you see Ava and Kamino. Wonderful! And then there is the picture of Sgt Pepper,
dressed in a feeder brace...

Would you like to help us with a donation?
That is very easily done via the donation button on our website: www.arubandonkey.org
Or by bank:
Aruba:
Nederland:

Aruba Bank 40.03.025
Swift code: ARUBAWAX
Ing Bank BIC/SWIFT Code INGBNL2A
IBAN NL50INGB0665468202 (Stichting Red Onze Ezel Aruba)

Hopi Danki!!
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