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Newsletter January 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 2014 

A large and cheerful group 
accompanied us on our annual 
Walkathon, our traditional walk 
through the Aruban countryside. In 
2015 there will be a new edition on 
January 17. We shall be taking a 
brisk walk, accompanied by a few 
donkeys, from 5 to 7 pm. The start 
is at the Ayo Rock Formation and 
the entry fee is AWG. 10,--. One of 
our sponsors, the Dutch foundation 

Dierenlot, will double the amount that is paid, so every participant’s 10 florin will 
become 20 florins. Therefore we are hoping on an even larger number of 
participants. Registration is from 4 pm at the starting point. 
 
 
February 2014 
In February we had 4000 Facebook followers, so 
communicating with the people who love our 
donkeys, has become fast and easy. By now we 
have almost 5000 friends, so it is going really well, 
fans! 
 
 
March 2014 

  
 
As has become a tradition on Aruba, the Aruba Doet 
event takes place in March. A group of 15 volunteers 
helped build two salt pillars and paint the gates. 
Unfortunately the salt pillars could not be finished, as 
the `hats’ had not arrived on time. But there were plenty 
other things to do and we had enough paint for the red 
gates. Not only the gates were painted: many volunteers 
were painted red as well.  Afterwards our own 
volunteers Ilonka and Jeanette treated our volunteering 
guests to a delicious Dutch meal: sate and potato salad. 
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April 2014 

 
This time our donkey Fudge had bad luck: 
after a failed attempt he had to be castrated 
once again.  
Because we do not know the history of a 
donkey that is coming to live with our herd, 
and because we do not want any 
inbreeding, all male donkeys are castrated. 
Fudge really needed it: before the 
castration he escaped a few times. Until 
now without any results, but we are keeping 
a close eye on all our ladies in the herd. 
 

 
 
May 2014 
 This month began with very bad news from our government. Desiree had a contract 
and she was going to be a government employee, working at the donkey sanctuary, 
until August 2017. However, the government has had to cut back costs and so 
Desiree received her walking papers as per August 2014. We are still trying to 
reverse the decision, talking to Minister Mike de Meza,  but we are not very hopeful. 
But we have doubled our efforts 
to get some money for the 
donkey sanctuary. Right after 
carnival a new fundraising 
program will start. 
We shall be asking people to 
become a member of the 
`Support the Aruban Donkey 
Program’. For ten florins a month 
you are a member. In this way 
we try to realize a structural 
support system for the sanctuary. 
In the meantime we are 
importing our own hay, which is 
saving us quite some money. 
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June 2014 

 
 
At the new site of the Donkey Sanctuary 
(Bringamosa), we now have electricity. 
We have been able to cover the cost of 
this project through Crowd Funding, 
getting more than $ 10,000 this way. We 
thank Rod and 
Arlene Lema for 
doubling the amount 
that came in, helping 
us greatly to reach 
our goal. One of 
Desiree’s paintings was sold for $ 1,035 
after we posted a digital image of it to all 
our supporters. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
July 2014 
This month we got a 
new donkey, which 
was immediately 
adopted by the 
inhabitants of 
Wildwood. They 
chose the royal 
name Sir Wildwood, 
in short Woody. One 
day this donkey 
stood at Desiree’s 
gate, and a passer-
by helped get him 
inside. The idea was to put him in a coral on his own, but when Desiree came home, 
she found him surrounded by the other donkeys, enjoying their rapt attention. Since 
then he is part of the group and great friends with Truffles, Annie and Happy. 
Welcome, Sir Woody!  
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August 2014 
August was a month filled with great, awful and emotional happenings. Our regular 
vet, Ricardo Contrero, took a special course at the University of Utrecht, Holland, 
focusing on Donkey Healing Care. So now we proudly announce that Aruba has a 
donkey-certified veterinarian: we are so 
pleased! 
And we won an award at My Vacation Pages 
and we were mentioned as top 10 of best 
souvenir shops on Aruba and we got the 
Tripadvisor Awared 2014.                          
But unfortunately it was not all rosy news: our 
donkey Catch had escaped and we had to find 
him lying dead on the side of the road at the 
Frenchman’s Pass. Roaming donkeys and 
busy traffic are not a good combination.  
 
Great news in the adoption section: 9-year old 
Jenna Tomkiel has baked and sold so many 
cupcakes that she could adopt a donkey.  
 
 
September 2014 

It took a few months’ preparation, 
but at last we could start the first 
phase of the building of the stables 
at Bringamosa. We are very happy 
with that. We could not have done 
so without the financial support of 
various organizations. Thank you 
so much, Aruba Way Foundation 
and Donkey Sanctuary UK! 

 
 
 
At the end of September our new calendar came 
out. We handed the first calendar to Jack Bult, 
director of Super Food. As one of our main 
sponsors and friend of the sanctuary, he was very 
happy to receive the 2015 calendar. From that 
moment on the calendars went on sale at Super 
Food. 
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Oktober 2014 
First an athletic notice: Wendy Ponsford from the UK found a really original way to 
raise funds for us: just jump from a plane with a parachute: 
she raised $ 600 this way! Incredible…  
In Seroe Colorado we found a newborn donkey. Its mother 
was nowhere to be found, we do not know whether she is still 
alive. We had to raise the little thing with a bottle and named 
her Diva.  At this time she is learning that she is a baby 
donkey in the company of Queeny and Miracle. 

 
But we have more good news: after one and a half year, 
Santa can mingle in the heard. No more loneliness in the 
coral,       but having fun with the others. His broken leg is 
almost healed, he can put some weight on it now and this 
sweet donkey can walk around like any other donkey. He is 
having the time of his life. 
 

 
 
November 2014 
November was a memorable month, because our first 
container with self-imported hay had arrived. We are 
buying it in Mississippi because of its high quality. This 
hay has long stalks which the donkeys love to chew on. 
We also received a call that a wild mother donkey had 
been trying to deliver for the past 48 hours at Seroe 
Colorado. We jumped into the car and call vet Ricardo 
right away. The five of us help the poor mother donkey 
to deliver a dead baby. Mom Miracle, named by the 
person who found her, went with us to the Intensive 
Care Unit, where she received treatment twice daily: an 
IV, antibiotics, painkillers, the works. She improved 
after two weeks and liked the attention. She deserved 
that, for she endured a terrible delivery with lots of stress. She had way too much fat 
in her blood, what could have been deadly. 
That same day we got a call that a wounded donkey had been found in Seroe 
Colorado. He was lying on the side of the road and was fatally injured by a car. Our 
vet had to put him to sleep.  
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December 2014 
We have been followed by Lucy’s Vet Ventures, a program that made a pilot about 

our sanctuary. Our daily 
goings-on have been 
captured on film: our vet’s 
work, the activities in the clinic 
and at Desiree’s home, 
nothing escaped Lucy. She 
was there when Miracle 
delivered her dead baby and 
a few volunteers were 
interviewd. The idea is to sell 
the movie to National 
Geographic. We are all 
curious whether we are going 
to be stars. The plan is to 
broadcast the movie in  
March 2015.  

 
 
 
We also like to announce that our calendar has sold out – it was a 
bestseller. 
 
 
 
 
 

And now… 
                  it is time to wish  
                    you a  
                wonderful 2015.  
                       
                    Enjoy 2015: 
                          it only lasts  

         
  365 days! 

 
 
 
 


