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Newsletter– January 2021  
 
 
The New Year 
We might call this the 2021 Newsletter, but of course it will be filled with news items from 
2020. A year that we would love to wipe out altogether, for there was precious little fun to be 
had. Although the year started off well, before two months were over, we were up to our ears 
in problems. Not just us, of course, but the entire world was deeply in trouble. Fortunately 
there is a little bit of light at the end of the tunnel, for you as well as for our donkeys. Let’s 
hope that we can leave 2020 behind us and start enjoying the new year. Our entire team, our 
many volunteers and the fabulous donkeys, would like to wish you a wonderful new year! 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Leaks 

In our previous newsletter we told you about the 
problems with our roof. Leaks caused the 
building, the store, the office and bathrooms to 
change into a veritable swimming pool. Due to 
our dire financial situation, caused by our 
closure because of Covid, we did not have the 
resources to have the necessary repairs taken 
care of. The experts hated to let us down, but 
repairing the existing roof was not an option. 
We could do nothing but ask for the help of our 
friends. And that was a godsend: people 

donated so generously, that we could install a brand new roof on our visitors’ center. Thank 
you all so much for your spontaneous support. Now let the rains come down! 
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Wisdom on a tile 

At the end of 2015 we started selling our Delft Blue tiles. 
Visitors were able to order a tile with a personal 
message or text on it. The teller now stands at 800, 
which is a great result for the sanctuary. We received 
quite a good amount of money with this fundraising 
and that money was badly needed to keep the place 
running. All the 
tiles are now 
ready and we 
have been busy 

hanging them on the wall. Even if we say so ourselves: it 
is looking fabulous! So great that it would be a pity to keep 
it for ourselves and thus we are going to photograph 
everything and post it on a special website page. In this 
way everyone can see the photos and can look up their 
own, personal tile. 
 

 
 Calendar  

For the first time in many 
years we have not 

published a new 
calendar for the year 
2021. We need two 
parties to be 
successful: sponsors 
and buyers. We did not 
wish to bother our 
sponsors this year: they 
have struggled enough 
and probably are still 
struggling. And 
because of Covid there 

would be a lack of 
buyers as well, of course. Visitors are buying the calendars for the main part, and  those visitors 
were in short supply this past year. In the coming year we would like to pick up the slack and 
start living a normal life again and that involves a donkey calendar for sure! 
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Fire under control! 
Sometime in October we received notice that there was a roaming 

donkey in Hato. Because we normally know where roaming 
donkeys are on the island, we thought it strange. There are no 
roaming donkeys at Hato anymore. Then we got a phone call 
that the donkey had been spotted at the Fire Station, so we 
called the fire brigade and explained the situation. They agreed 
to our suggestion that they would try and lure the donkey to the 
station and catch it. And then things became real fun: together 
with 20 firemen we started to chase the donkey. That was really 
easy – so easy that somebody said that the donkey was clearly 
used to people, so it could be someone’s pet donkey. Via social 

media we placed a message and the next day the owner made 
himself known to us. We had aptly named the new donkey Fireball, but he was called Smiley.  

 

He had escaped. We let him have a few weeks with us to relax and then we delivered him to 
his owner. Because a donkey is a social animal and needs a companion, we offered that 
Bringamosa could join him. Bringamosa and Smiley really like each other, but their marriage 
won’t be blessed with babies, as Smiley was castrated by us. The reason for this is that there 
is a lot of inbreeding on the island and two Aruban donkeys should not have any offspring...  
We are still planning to introduce a stallion from Bonaire, Curaçao or Colombia, but our plans 
are on hold due to Covid. 
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Hole in one! 

During that same week we got a call about a stallion that was 
limping on the golf course of San Nicolas.  He was in the company 
of two mares and their fillies. We discovered that one of the fillies 
had a big wound on her chest, but try and catch donkeys on a wide 
open field! In the end we succeeded and we could catch mother 
and daughter. We have taken them into the trailer to be treated. 
And we had to name them… What do you call two donkeys, found 
on a golf course? Yes, creative as we are, we named them Tiger (the 
daughter) and Woods (the mom). 
 

 
 

Halloween 
After Halloween we received ten pumpkins, which were not 
needed anymore for decoration. Our donkeys were crazy 
about them, it appeared. So next year we shall put in a 
request for pumpkins after Halloween. They should be fresh 
and not treated with hairspray, because our donkeys as well 
as our volunteers are not crazy about that! 
 
 

A big hug 
ATA (Aruba Tourism Authority) has 

introduced the idea to hug a donkey. In 
the Netherlands this is a big hit, but 
not with donkeys, but with cows: 
people come to a farm especially to 
hug a cow for half an hour – it seems 
to work wonders (therapeutically 
speaking). And the people pay for the 
priviledge. So we were thinking of 
charging ten dollars for a half hour. 
You pay, but you get a lot! The idea is 
percolating and we’ll get back to you 
about it.  

Especially the Donkey Trade Union will have a big say in the decision making process... 
 
 

Please visit our website and donate. www.arubandonkey.org  

http://www.arubandonkey.org/

